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LOCATION OF STATUES 

House Concurrent Resolution 47, passed Feb. 24, 1933, 

47 Stat. Part 2, 1784, provided: ‘‘That the Architect of 

the Capitol, upon the approval of the Joint Committee 

on the Library, with the advice of the Commission of 

Fine Arts, is hereby authorized and directed to relocate 

within the Capitol any of the statues already received 

and placed in Statuary Hall, and to provide for the re-

ception and location of the statues received hereafter 

from the States.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 187a of this title. 

§ 187a. Replacement of statue in Statuary Hall 

(a) Request by State 

(1) Any State may request the Joint Commit-
tee on the Library of Congress to approve the re-
placement of a statue the State has provided for 
display in Statuary Hall in the Capitol of the 
United States under section 187 of this title. 

(2) A request shall be considered under para-
graph (1) only if— 

(A) the request has been approved by a reso-
lution adopted by the legislature of the State 
and the request has been approved by the Gov-
ernor of the State, and 

(B) the statue to be replaced has been dis-
played in the Capitol of the United States for 
at least 10 years as of the time the request is 
made, except that the Joint Committee may 
waive this requirement for cause at the re-
quest of a State. 

(b) Agreement upon approval 

If the Joint Committee on the Library of Con-
gress approves a request under subsection (a) of 
this section, the Architect of the Capitol shall 
enter into an agreement with the State to carry 
out the replacement in accordance with the re-
quest and any conditions the Joint Committee 
may require for its approval. Such agreement 
shall provide that— 

(1) the new statue shall be subject to the 
same conditions and restrictions as apply to 
any statue provided by a State under section 
187 of this title, and 

(2) the State shall pay any costs related to 
the replacement, including costs in connection 
with the design, construction, transportation, 
and placement of the new statue, the removal 
and transportation of the statue being re-
placed, and any unveiling ceremony. 

(c) Limitation on number of State statues 

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to 
permit a State to have more than two statues on 
display in the Capitol of the United States. 

(d) Ownership of replaced statue; removal 

(1) Subject to the approval of the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library, ownership of any statue 
replaced under this section shall be transferred 
to the State. 

(2) If any statue is removed from the Capitol 
of the United States as part of a transfer of own-
ership under paragraph (1), then it may not be 
returned to the Capitol for display unless such 
display is specifically authorized by Federal law. 

(e) Relocation of statues 

The Architect of the Capitol, upon the ap-
proval of the Joint Committee on the Library 

and with the advice of the Commission of Fine 
Arts as requested, is authorized and directed to 
relocate within the United States Capitol any of 
the statues received from the States under sec-
tion 187 of this title prior to December 21, 2000, 
and to provide for the reception, location, and 
relocation of the statues received on and after 
December 21, 2000, from the States under such 
section. 

(Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(2) [title III, § 311], Dec. 21, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–119.) 

§ 188. Works of fine arts 

The Joint Committee on the Library, when-
ever, in their judgment, it is expedient, are au-
thorized to accept any work of the fine arts, on 
behalf of Congress, which may be offered, and to 
assign the same such place in the Capitol as 
they may deem suitable, and shall have the su-
pervision of all works of art that may be placed 
in the Capitol. 

(R.S. § 1831.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 1831 derived from act June 10, 1872, ch. 415, § 1, 

17 Stat. 362. 

§ 188a. United States Capitol Preservation Com-
mission 

(a) Establishment and purposes 

There is established in the Congress the 
United States Capitol Preservation Commission 
(hereinafter in sections 188a to 188a–5 of this 
title referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’) for the 
purposes of— 

(1) providing for improvements in, preserva-
tion of, and acquisitions for, the United States 
Capitol; 

(2) providing for works of fine art and other 
property for display in the United States Cap-
itol and at other locations under the control of 
the Congress; and 

(3) conducting other activities that directly 
facilitate, encourage, or otherwise support any 
purposes specified in paragraph (1) or (2). 

(b) Membership 

The Commission shall be composed of the fol-
lowing Members of Congress: 

(1) The President pro tempore of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, who shall be co-chairmen. 

(2) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Joint Committee on the Library. 

(3) The Chairman and the ranking minority 
party member of the Committee on Rules and 
Administration of the Senate, and the Chair-
man and the ranking minority party member 
of the Committee on House Oversight of the 
House of Representatives. 

(4) The majority leader and the minority 
leader of the Senate. 

(5) The majority leader and the minority 
leader of the House of Representatives. 

(6) The Chairman of the Commission on the 
Bicentennial of the United States Senate and 
the Chairman of the Commission of the House 
of Representatives Bicentenary, to be suc-
ceeded upon expiration of such commissions, 
by a Senator or Member of the House of Rep-
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resentatives, as appropriate, appointed by the 
Senate or House of Representatives co-chair-
man of the Commission, respectively. 

(7) One Senator appointed by the President 
pro tempore of the Senate and one Senator ap-
pointed by the minority leader of the Senate. 

(8) One Member of the House of Representa-
tives appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and one Member of the House 
of Representatives appointed by the minority 
leader of the House of Representatives. 

(c) Designees 

Each member of the Commission specified 
under subsection (b) of this section (other than 
a member under paragraph (7) or (8) of such sub-
section) may designate a Senator or Member of 
the House of Representatives, as the case may 
be, to serve as a member of the Commission in 
place of the member so specified. 

(d) Architect of the Capitol 

In addition to the members under subsection 
(b) of this section, the Architect of the Capitol 
shall participate in the activities of the Com-
mission, ex officio, and without the right to 
vote. 

(e) Staff support and assistance 

The Senate Commission on Art, the House of 
Representatives Fine Arts Board, and the Archi-
tect of the Capitol shall provide to the Commis-
sion such staff support and assistance as the 
Commission may request. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title VIII, § 801, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4608; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 221(7), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1749.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 104–186 substituted 

‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administration’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 188a–1, 188a–2, 

188a–5 of this title. 

§ 188a–1. Authority of Commission to accept gifts 
and conduct other transactions relating to 
works of fine art and other property 

(a) In general 

In carrying out the purposes referred to in sec-
tion 188a(a) of this title the Commission is au-
thorized— 

(1) to accept gifts of works of fine art, gifts 
of other property, and gifts of money; and 

(2) to acquire property, administer property, 
dispose of property, and conduct other trans-
actions related to such purposes. 

(b) Transfer and disposition of works of fine art 
and other property 

The Commission shall, with respect to works 
of fine art and other property received by the 
Commission— 

(1) in consultation with the Joint Commit-
tee on the Library, the Senate Commission on 

Art, or the House of Representatives Fine Arts 
Board, as the case may be, transfer such prop-
erty to the entity consulted; 

(2) if a transfer described in paragraph (1) is 
not appropriate, dispose of the work of fine art 
by sale or other transaction; and 

(3) in the case of property that is not di-
rectly related to the purposes referred to in 
section 188a(a) of this title, dispose of such 
property by sale or other transaction. 

(c) Requirements for conduct of transactions 

In conducting transactions under this section, 
the Commission shall— 

(1) accept money only in the form of a check 
or similar instrument made payable to the 
Treasury of the United States and shall de-
posit any such check or instrument in accord-
ance with section 188a–2 of this title; 

(2) in making sales and engaging in other 
property transactions, take into consideration 
market conditions and other relevant factors; 
and 

(3) assure that each transaction is directly 
related to the purposes referred to in section 
188a(a) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title VIII, § 802, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4609; Pub. L. 101–302, title III, § 312(a), May 
25, 1990, 104 Stat. 245.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 101–302 amended par. (1) 

generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as follows: 

‘‘upon agreement with the Joint Committee on the Li-

brary, the Senate Commission on Art, or the House of 

Representatives Fine Arts Board, as the case may be, 

transfer such property to the entity with which the 

agreement is made;’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 188a, 188a–2, 

188a–5, 188c–1 of this title. 

§ 188a–2. Capitol Preservation Fund 

(a) In general 

There is established in the Treasury a fund, to 
be known as the ‘‘Capitol Preservation Fund’’ 
(hereafter in sections 188a to 188a–5 of this title 
referred to as the ‘‘fund’’), which shall consist of 
(1) amounts deposited, and interest and proceeds 
credited, under subsection (d) of this section, (2) 
obligations obtained under subsection (e) of this 
section, and (3) all surcharges received by the 
Secretary of the Treasury from the sale of coins 
minted under the Bicentennial of the United 
States Congress Commemorative Coin Act. 

(b) Availability of fund 

The fund shall be available to the Commis-
sion— 

(1) for payment of transaction costs and 
similar expenses incurred under section 188a–1 
of this title; 

(2) subject to the approval of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate, for improvement and preservation 
projects for the United States Capitol; 

(3) for disbursement with respect to works of 
fine art and other property as provided in sec-
tion 188a–1 of this title; and 

(4) for such other payments as may be re-
quired to carry out section 188a of this title or 
section 188a–1 of this title. 


